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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to a communication filed on 01/02/2008. Claims 1-32 are 
pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 02/02/08 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues that the cited reference Oh (USPN 6771250) does not teach a plurality 
of buttons in communication with said processor, wherein one of said plurality of buttons is a 
dedicated home button for accessing a home application. The examiner disagrees with the 
applicant's argument. 

As shown in the art rejection below, Oh teaches as shown in FIG. 4, launcher program 
72 that when executed, menu list 100 is displayed in a screen of display panel 50 such that a 
plurality of application programs 120,125,130, and 135 and a blank item 110 are included in the 
menu list 100, and when a user moves a cursor position using launcher switch 40, selecting and 
executing an application program takes place (col. 4, lines 14-28). 

Griffin (USPN 6396482) teaches as shown FIG. 2 a plurality of letter keys 901 and 
specialized keys 902-905 such that for example as shown in Fig. 6 when a key is depressed, its 
predefined functional state 901 is given to the microprocessor 400 and then to the operating 
system 910 (col. 7, lines 14-18). One of ordinary skill in the art would have ascertained that the 
keys (901-905) shown in Fig. 2 could be used for different functionalities. 

Note that Kato et al. (USPN 6297795) is used to cover another limitation as show in the 
rejection below 
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Therefore, Oh in view of Griffin and Kato teach "a plurality of buttons in communication 
with said processor, wherein one of said plurality of buttons is a dedicated home button for 
accessing a home application". 

Applicant argues that Oh reference does not teach a jog dial wheel for accessing and 
activating an application as claimed in the present Application. The examiner disagrees with the 
applicant's argument. 

Oh teaches a launcher switch 40, which is connected to microcomputer 60 as shown in 
fig. 3, such that launcher switch 40 provides a launching signal to the micro controller 60, and 
a user selects and executes an application program by using the launcher switch 40 as shown in 
Fig. 4 (col. 4, lines 10-13, col. 4, lines 22-24). 

Applicant argues that Kato does not teach a memory having RAM or ROM and a 
plurality of buttons in communication with a processor. The examiner disagrees with the 
applicant's argument. 

Kato teaches an SRAM 23, which is a random access memory that does not require a 
refresh operation, and A FontROM 24, which is a read only memory in which are stored 
character images (i.e., fonts) that can be displayed on a liquid crystal display (LCD) panel 1 1 
(Fig. 4 (100), Fig. 5 (23, 24), col. 10, lines 5-9). 

Griffin teaches as shown FIG. 2 a plurality of letter keys 901 and specialized keys 902- 
905 such that for example as shown in Fig. 6 when a key is depressed, its predefined functional 
state 901 is given to the microprocessor 400 and then to the operating system 910 (col. 7, lines 
14-18). 
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Therefore, Oh in view of Griffin and Kato teach "a memory having RAM or ROM and a 
plurality of buttons in communication with a processor". 

Applicant argues the Griffin, Oh reference and Kato et al. references do not teach one of 
the applications is a communications application and a jog dial is utilized to access and activate 
said communications application. The examiner disagrees with the applicant's argument. 

Oh teaches a launcher switch 40, which is connected to microcomputer 60 as shown in 
fig. 3, such that launcher switch 40 provides a launching signal to the micro controller 60, and 
a user selects and executes an application program by using the launcher switch 40 as shown in 
Fig. 4 (col. 4, lines 10-13, col. 4, lines 22-24). Note that Oh shows displayed application 
programs 120,125,130, and 135 registered in menu list 100 as shown in Fig. 4, and one of 
ordinary skill in the art would have ascertained that any of those program could be sued for 
communication purpose. 

Applicant argues the Kato reference does not teach activating an application, and further 
argues Kato reference does not teach a plurality of buttons in communication with a processor. 
Applicant argues that a person of ordinary skill in the art would not find a motivation or 
suggestion to combine the Oh and Kato et al. references. The examiner disagrees with the 
applicant's argument. 

Kato teaches rotary switch (12) as shown in Fig. 1 such that when the rotary switch 12 is 
rotated and is pressed, and when the menu focus is placed on a desired item, the highlighted 
menu item is selected (col. 11, lines 1-25). 

As mentioned above, Oh teaches a launcher switch 40, which is connected to 
microcomputer 60 as shown in fig. 3, such that launcher switch 40 provides a launching signal to 
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the micro controller 60, and a user selects and executes an application program by using the 
launcher switch 40 as shown in Fig. 4 (col. 4, lines 10-13, col. 4, lines 22-24). 

Also as mentioned above, Griffin teaches as shown FIG. 2 a plurality of letter keys 901 
and specialized keys 902-905 such that for example as shown in Fig. 6 when a key is depressed, 
its predefined functional state 901 is given to the microprocessor 400 and then to the operating 
system 910 (col. 7, lines 14-18). 

Therefore, Oh in view of Kato and Griffin read over claim limitations, "activating an 
application" and "a plurality of buttons in communication with a processor". 

Oh does not teach a volatile memory and non- volatile memory as claimed in claim 1 . 

Kato on the other hand teaches an SRAM 23, which is a random access memory that does 
not require a refresh operation, and a FontROM 24, which is a read only memory in which are 
stored character images (i.e., fonts) that can be displayed on a liquid crystal display (LCD) panel 
11 (Fig. 4 (100), Fig. 5 (23, 24), col. 10, lines 5-9). 

It would have been obvious fro one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Oh's hand-held 
computer (10) with Kato's RAM (23), ROM(24) , because the use of RAM (23) and ROM(24) 
allows a writing & reading operation at low cast, simplifies a circuit configuration of a system. 

In addition, one cannot show nonobviousness by attacking references individually where 
the rejections are based on combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 
USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). 
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Applicant argues that Griffin does not teach a plurality of buttons wherein one of the 
plurality of buttons is a dedicated home button. The examiner disagrees with the applicant's 
argument. 

As mentioned above, Griffin (USPN 6396482) teaches as shown FIG. 2 a plurality of 
letter keys 901 and specialized keys 902-905 such that for example as shown in Fig. 6 when a 
key is depressed, its predefined functional state 901 is given to the microprocessor 400 and then 
to the operating system 910 (col. 7, lines 14-18). It would have been obvious for one of ordinary 
skill in the art that Griffin keys (901-905) shown in Fig. 2 could be used for different 
functionalities, because using keys of an electronic device for various functionalities is well 
known. 

Applicant argues the Griffin does not teach a jog dial for accessing and activating one of 
said applications, and further argues Griffin teaches away from a jog dial for accessing and 
activating one of the applications. Applicant argues that the Enter key to select an item teaches 
away from a jog dial for accessing and activating one of the applications. Furthermore, Applicant 
argues that a person of ordinary skill in the art would not find a motivation or suggestion to 
combine the teaching away Griffin et al. reference with the Oh and Kato et al. references. The 
examiner disagrees with the applicant's argument. 

As mentioned above, Oh teaches a launcher switch 40, which is connected to 
microcomputer 60 as shown in fig. 3, such that launcher switch 40 provides a launching signal to 
the micro controller 60, and a user selects and executes an application program by using the 
launcher switch 40 as shown in Fig. 4 (col. 4, lines 10-13, col. 4, lines 22-24). Applicant has not 
shown how Griffin's entering technique teaches away from Oh's launcher switch 40. Oh's 
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launcher switch (40) and Griffin's enter operation are variations of input mechanisms that are 
provided as alternate inputting techniques. 

In addition, one cannot show nonobviousness by attacking references individually where 
the rejections are based on combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 
USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). 

Applicant argues that Kato reference does not teach the jog dial accesses the application 
list when depressed longer than a specific duration of time. The examiner disagrees with the 
applicant's argument. 

Kato teaches a pressing of rotary switch 12 for a predetermined period of time in terms of 
displaying menu on display (col. 9, lines 27-32, col. 10, lines 53-58). 

Applicant argues Kato reference does not teach activation occurs when the jog dial is 
depressed after said selection is made. 

Kato teaches the rotary switch 12 is pressed once more while the menu focus is placed on 
a desired item, the highlighted menu item is selected, and the screen is changed to a display of 
data for the selected item (col. 11, lines 13-25). 

Also, as mentioned above, Oh teaches a launcher switch 40, which is connected to 
microcomputer 60 as shown in fig. 3, such that launcher switch 40 provides a launching signal to 
the micro controller 60, and a user selects and executes an application program by using the 
launcher switch 40 as shown in Fig. 4 (col. 4, lines 10-13, col. 4, lines 22-24). 

Applicant argues that the Griffin et al, Oh reference and Kato et al. references do not 
teach one of the applications is a cellular telephone application. The examiner disagrees with the 
applicant's argument. 
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As shown in the art rejection below, Oh teaches as shown in FIG. 4, a plurality of 
application programs 120,125,130, and 135 and a blank item 110 are included in the menu list 
100, and when a user moves a cursor position using launcher switch 40, selecting and executing 
an application program takes place (col. 4, lines 14-28). Hence, it would have been obvious to 
incorporate any programmable application of an electronic device, since application program 
items can be registered additionally, deleted or changed as taught by Oh (col. 4, 20-22) 

Applicant argues the Kato reference does not teach presenting an application list 
comprising a plurality of application identifiers on a display when said jog dial is depressed for 
at least_a specific amount of time. The examiner disagrees with the applicant's argument. 

Kato teaches the rotary switch 12 is pressed once more while the menu focus is placed on 
a desired item, the highlighted menu item is selected, and the screen is changed to a display of 
data for the selected item, see Fig. 10 in which the display screen changes with respect to 
selected items such as national news, business sport etc. (col. 11, lines 13-25).Kato teaches a 
pressing of rotary switch 12 for a predetermined period of time in terms of displaying menu on 
display (col. 9, lines 27-32, col. 10, lines 53-58). 

As mentioned above, Oh also teaches as shown in FIG. 4, a plurality of application 
programs 120,125,130, and 135 and a blank item 110 are included in the menu list 100, and 
when a user moves a cursor position using launcher switch 40, selecting and executing an 
application program takes place (col. 4, lines 14-28). Note that as shown in fig. 4, each of the 
application programs 120,125,130, and 135 are identified 

Applicant argues that Oh reference as modified fails to disclose the application list 
includes a cancel indicator for cancelling an access. Applicant further argues that Garthwaite et 
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al. reference does not teach an application list includes a cancel indicator for canceling an access 
when said jog dial is depressed. Applicant disagrees with an applicant's argument. 

Oh teaches as shown in FIG. 4, launcher program 72 that when executed, menu list 100 is 
displayed in a screen of display panel 50 on which a plurality of application programs 
120,125,130, and 135 are displayed, and when a user moves a cursor position using launcher 
switch 40, selecting and executing an application program takes place (col. 4, lines 14-28). 

Garthwaite (USPN 5504500) teaches that when the user selects the ball rotation which 
corresponds to the vertically upward direction of cursor movement on the screen, and stores this 
in the computer by selecting the "okay" symbol 708 after the cursor 700 has reached the target 
702 such the user may cancel a choice by selecting the cancel icon 706 (see fig. 61 (706), cancel 
icon 706). 

In response to applicant's argument that there is no suggestion to combine the references, 
the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be established by combining or modifying the 
teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention where there is some teaching, 
suggestion, or motivation to do so found either in the references themselves or in the knowledge 
generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art. See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 5 
USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988)and/n re Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). 
In this case, It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Oh's hand- 
held computer (10) with Kato's RAM (23), ROM(24) , because the use of RAM (23) and 
ROM(24) allows a writing & reading operation at low cast, and simplifies a circuit configuration 
of a system. Moreover, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine Oh's hand held computer (10), which accesses application 
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programs (120, 125, 130, 135) as shown in Fig. 4 with Griffin's use of plurality of letter keys 
902 as shown in Fig. 2, because the use of letter keys (901) as configured in Fig. 1 enables a 
hand-held electronic device to function with less number of keys and enables a user to enter 
more information. Also it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine Oh (as modified by Kato and Griffin) with Garthwaite's 
cancel icon (706) in order to provide quick way of conveying information to a user. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 11, 13-17, 19-20, 28, 30 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Oh (6,771,250) in view of Griffin et al (6,396,482). 

As to Claims 11, 13-17, 19-20, 28, 30 and 32, Oh teaches a personal digital assistant jog 
dial application access and activation system (10) that includes, a display (50) for displaying an 
image including listing of applications (120-135)(see figures 1-2, 4 and column 4, lines 13-20), a 
central processor (60) for processing the information, a memory (70) for storing information and 
instruction for the central processor(60), and a Jog dial (40) for accessing and activating an 
application and coupled to data bus(see figures 1-4; column 3, lines 22-45 and column 4, lines 1- 
23). 
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Note that Oh shows displayed application programs 120,125,130, and 135 registered in 
menu list 100 as shown in Fig. 4, and one of ordinary skill in the art would have ascertained that 
any of those program could be used for communication purpose. 

Oh fails to teach receiving input from a plurality of buttons, wherein one of said plurality 
of buttons is a dedicated home button. 

Griffin et al teaches a portable electronic device comprising a plurality of buttons (901- 
906) in communication with the processor (400) (see figures 1-3, 6; column 6, lines 1-31 and 
column 7, lines 14-29). Note that one of ordinary skill in the art would have ascertained that the 
keys (901-905) shown in Fig. 2 could be used for different functionalities. It would have been 
obvious to have modified Oh as modified with the teaching of Griffin et al, so as to enable a user 
to enter more information (character, number, etc.) to a processor. 

As to claims 11, 14-17, 19, 20, 28 and 30, Oh teaches the selection of the items(l 10) is 
carried out by highlighting indicator on the display when the jog dial(40) is rotated(see figures 1- 
2, 4 and column 4, lines 14-20). 

As to claim 16, Oh teaches that the highlight indicator moves up the application list when 
the jog dial(40) is rotated up and moves down the application list when the jog dial is rotated 
down (see figures 1-2, 4 and column 4, lines 14-20). 

As to claim 32, Oh teaches a cancel or off indicator for turning the device off (see figures 
1, 4 and column 4, lines 13-25). 

As to claims 14, Oh teaches the jog dial application activation system having application 
icons and titles (see figure 4). 
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4. Claim 18 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Oh (6,771,250) in view of Griffin et al (6,396,482) and Garthwaite et al (5,504,500). 

Oh as modified fail to disclose the application list includes a cancel indicator for 
canceling an access. 

Garthwaite et al the application list (704-706) includes a cancel indicator (706) for 
canceling an access (see figure 61; column 24, lines 46-68 and column 25, lines 1-47). It would 
have been obvious to have modified Oh as modified with the teaching of Garthwaite et al, so as 
to provide a quick way of conveying information to a user. 

5. Claims 1-6 and 8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Oh(6,771,250) in view of Kato et al(6,297,795) and Griffin et al(6,396,482). 

As to Claims 1-6 and 8-10, Oh teaches a personal digital assistant jog dial application 
access and activation system (10) that includes, a display (50) for displaying an image including 
listing of applications (120-135)(see figures 1-2, 4 and column 4, lines 13-20), a central 
processor (60) for processing the information, a memory (70) for storing information and 
instruction for the central processor(60), and a Jog dial (40) for accessing and activating an 
application and coupled to data bus(see figures 1-4; column 3, lines 22-45 and column 4, lines 1- 
23). 

Note that Oh shows displayed application programs 120,125,130, and 135 registered in 
menu list 100 as shown in Fig. 4, and one of ordinary skill in the art would have ascertained that 
any of those program could be used for communication purpose. 
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Oh teaches a memory (70), but Oh fails to teach a memory having RAM and ROM and a 
plurality of buttons in communication with the processor, wherein one of said plurality of 
buttons is a dedicated home button. 

Kato et al teach a jog dial application access system comprising a display 1 1 ) for 
displaying a listing of applications(see figure 9) ; a central processor(20); a RAM(23); a 
ROM(24 or 25) and a jog dial(12)(see figures 1-5,9-11; column 9, lines 64-68; column 10, lines 
1-33 and lines 59-67; and columnl 1, lines 1-25). It would have been obvious to have modified 
Oh with the teaching of Kato et al, so the changeable programs could store in an RAM to allow a 
writing operation and reading operation at low cost, small size, low electric power consumption 
and high-speed access, the non-changeable programs could stored in an ROM to simplify the 
circuit configuration of a system and provide better data retention and longer life. 
Griffin et al teaches a portable electronic device comprising a plurality of buttons (901-906) in 
communication with the processor (400) (see figures 1-3, 6; column 6, lines 1-31 and column 7, 
lines 14-29). Note that one of ordinary skill in the art would have ascertained that the keys (901- 
905) shown in Fig. 2 could be used for different functionalities. It would have been obvious to 
have modified Oh as modified with the teaching of Griffin et al, so as to enable a user to enter 
more information (character, number, etc.) to a processor. 

As to claim 4, Oh teaches the selection of the items(l 10) is carried out by highlighting 
indicator on the display when the jog dial(40) is rotated(see figures 1-2, 4 and column 4, lines 
14-20). 
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As to claim 4, Kato et al teach the selection of the items is carried out by highlighting 
indicator on the display when the jog dial(12)is rotated(see figures 1,9-12 and column 11, lines 
1-25). 

As to claim 5, Kato et al teaches depressing (clicking) the jog dial to activate the system 
(see figures 1, 9; column 8, lines 61-68; column 9, lines 1-6; column 11, lines 13-25). 

As to claim 6, Oh teaches that the highlight indicator moves up the application list when 
the jog dial(40) is rotated up and moves down the application list when the jog dial is rotated 
down (see figures 1-2, 4 and column 4, lines 14-20). 

As to claim 8, Oh teaches a cancel or off indicator for turning the device off (see figures 
1, 4 and column 4, lines 13-25). 

As to claim 9, Kato et al teaches that the application is activated when the jog dial is 
depressed a specified number of times (see figures 1, 9-12 and column 11, lines 13- 25). 

As to claim 2, Kato et al teach the jog dial (12) accesses the application when depressed 
longer than a specific duration of time (see figures 1; column 9, lines 27-32 and column 10, lines 
53-58). 

As to claim 10, Oh teaches the jog dial application activation system having application 
icons and titles (see figure 4). 

6. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Oh 
(6,771,250) in view of Kato et al (6,297,795), Griffin et al (6,396,482) and Garthwaite et al 
(5,504,500). 
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Oh as modified fail to disclose the application list includes a cancel indicator for 
canceling an access. 

Garthwaite et al the application list (704-706) includes a cancel indicator (706) for 
canceling an access (see figure 61; column 24, lines 46-68 and column 25, lines 1-47). It would 
have been obvious to have modified Oh as modified with the teaching of Garthwaite et al, so as 
to provide a quick way of conveying information to a user. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 12 and 29 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. 

Claims 21-27 are allowed. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ABBAS I. ABDULSELAM whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7685. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 
9:00A.M. to 5:30 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Hjerpe, can be reached on 571-272-7691. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
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may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Abbas I Abdulselam/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2629 



